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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE NURSE AND MIDWIFE 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.09 pm]: I rise to inform members of the house that today 
is International Day of the Nurse. On 5 May 2020, midwives were honoured on International Day of the Midwife 
for their valuable contributions. The World Health Organization has designated 2020 as the International Year of 
the Nurse and Midwife in honour of the 200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth. A number of campaigns 
and initiatives are being delivered around the world to highlight the integral role that nurses and midwives play. 
Here in Western Australia, nurses and midwives make up more than 50 per cent of the health sector workforce. 
This equates to almost 40 000 employees, including 122 Aboriginal nurses and midwives. They are a powerful force 
in addressing rising rates of chronic disease and meeting the demands of primary health care. Their contributions 
have made a clear and positive impact on the delivery of health services across the sector. In this state, we are making 
great strides forward in midwifery-led care. Midwives provide evidence-informed care and collaborate through 
consultation and partnership with pregnant women and other healthcare professionals. 
The McGowan government’s commitment to improving maternity services is reflected through the delivery of the 
new family birthing centre at Fiona Stanley Hospital and our recently opened community midwifery service in 
Joondalup. Nurses and midwives support people across their life span. Their work is crucial not only in acute settings, 
but also in research positions and primary care, including aged care and mental health. Nurse practitioners provide 
an advanced level of care to patients. Of the 104 nurse practitioners employed across the public health system, 
almost half are working in remote and rural areas. At this time of unprecedented uncertainty, nurses and midwives 
of WA are at the forefront of our health system and rising to the challenge of COVID-19 to support and care for our 
community. On behalf of the house, I would like to say thank you to the nurses and midwives for their important 
and much-valued holistic, physical and psychological care of the people of Western Australia. 
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